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SHORT TITLE 

Act Mar. 3, 1927, which enacted sections 471 to 474 and 
amended sections 475 and 476 of this title, is popularly 
known as the ‘‘Cotton Statistics and Estimates Act’’. 

§ 472. Information furnished of confidential char-
acter; penalty for divulging information 

The information furnished by any individual 
establishment under the provisions of this chap-
ter shall be considered as strictly confidential 
and shall be used only for the statistical purpose 
for which it is supplied. Any employee of the De-
partment of Agriculture who, without the writ-
ten authority of the Secretary of Agriculture, 
shall publish or communicate any information 
given into his possession by reason of his em-
ployment under the provisions of this chapter 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon 
conviction thereof, be fined not less than $300 or 
more than $1,000, or imprisoned for a period of 
not exceeding one year, or both so fined and im-
prisoned, at the discretion of the court. 

(Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 337, § 2, 44 Stat. 1373.) 

§ 473. Persons required to furnish information; 
request; failure to furnish; false information 

It shall be the duty of every owner, president, 
treasurer, secretary, director, or other officer or 
agent of any cotton warehouse, cotton ginnery, 
cotton mill, or other place or establishment 
where cotton is stored, whether conducted as a 
corporation, firm, limited partnership, or indi-
vidual, and of any owner or holder of any cotton 
and of the agents and representatives of any 
such owner or holder, when requested by the 
Secretary of Agriculture or by any special agent 
or other employee of the Department of Agri-
culture acting under the instructions of said 
Secretary to furnish completely and correctly, 
to the best of his knowledge, all of the informa-
tion concerning the grades and staple length of 
cotton on hand, and when requested to permit 
such agent or employee of the Department of 
Agriculture to examine and classify samples of 
all such cotton on hand. The request of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture for such information may 
be made in writing or by a visiting representa-
tive, and if made in writing shall be forwarded 
by registered mail, or by certified mail and the 
registry receipt or receipt for certified mail of 
the United States Postal Service shall be ac-
cepted as evidence of such demand. Any owner, 
president, treasurer, secretary, director, or 
other officer or agent of any cotton warehouse, 
cotton ginnery, cotton mill, or other place or es-
tablishment where cotton is stored, or any 
owner or holder of any cotton or the agent or 
representative of any such owner or holder, who, 
under the conditions hereinbefore stated, shall 
refuse or willfully neglect to furnish any infor-
mation herein provided for or shall willfully 
give answers that are false or shall refuse to 
allow agents or employees of the Department of 
Agriculture to examine or classify any cotton in 
store in any such establishment, or in the hands 
of any owner or holder or of the agent or rep-
resentative of any such owner or holder, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be fined not less than $300 or more 
than $1,000. 

(Mar. 3, 1927, ch. 337, § 3, 44 Stat. 1373; Pub. L. 
86–507, § 1(3), June 11, 1960, 74 Stat. 200; Pub. L. 
91–375, §§ 4(a), 6(o), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 773, 783.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1960—Pub. L. 86–507 inserted ‘‘or by certified mail’’ 
after ‘‘registered mail’’, and ‘‘or receipt for certified 
mail’’ after ‘‘registry receipt.’’ 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Postal Service’’ substituted in text 
for ‘‘Post Office Department’’ pursuant to Pub. L. 
91–375, §§ 4(a), 6(o), Aug. 12, 1970, 84 Stat. 773, 783, which 
are set out as notes preceding section 101 of Title 39, 
Postal Service, and under section 201 of Title 39, respec-
tively, which abolished Post Office Department, trans-
ferred its functions to United States Postal Service, 
and provided that references in other laws to Post Of-
fice Department shall be considered a reference to 
United States Postal Service. 

§ 473a. Cotton classification services; fees for 
costs of services, adjustments, surcharge, dis-
counts, and announcement; sales of samples; 
disposition of moneys 

Effective for each of fiscal years 1992 through 
2007, the Secretary of Agriculture shall make 
cotton classification services available to pro-
ducers of cotton and shall provide for the collec-
tion of classification fees from participating 
producers, or agents who voluntarily agree to 
collect and remit the fees on behalf of producers. 
Such fees, together with the proceeds from the 
sales of samples submitted under this section, 
shall cover as nearly as practicable the cost of 
the services provided under this section, includ-
ing administrative and supervisory costs: Pro-
vided, That (1) the uniform per bale classifica-
tion fee to be collected from producers, or their 
agents, for the classification service in any year 
shall be the fee established in the previous year 
for the prevailing method of classification serv-
ice, exclusive of adjustments to the fee made in 
the previous year under clauses (2), (3), and (4), 
and as may be adjusted by the percentage 
change in the implicit price deflator for the 
gross national product as indexed during the 
most recent 12-month period for which statistics 
are available; (2) the fee calculated in accord-
ance with clause (1) for a crop year may be in-
creased by an amount not to exceed 1 percent for 
every 100,000 running bales, or portion thereof, 
that the Secretary estimates will be classed by 
the United States Department of Agriculture in 
the crop year below the level of 12,500,000 run-
ning bales, or decreased by a quantity not to ex-
ceed 1 percent for every 100,000 running bales, or 
portion thereof, that the Secretary estimates 
will be classed by the United States Department 
of Agriculture in the crop year above the level 
of 12,500,000 running bales; (3) adjustments made 
under clause (2) shall not exceed 15 per centum, 
except when the Secretary estimates that in-
come generated by fees, surcharges, and other 
sources of income will not provide an ending ac-
cumulated operating reserve for a fiscal year of 
at least 10 per centum of the estimated cost of 
operating the program; (4) if the Secretary 
projects an accumulated operating reserve at 
the end of a fiscal year of less than 25 per cen-
tum of the estimated cost of operating the pro-
gram, the Secretary may add a special sur-


